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A folk artiste performs during a Ganesha idol immersion procession
in Davangere on Friday.DHPHOTO/SATISH BADIGER

SHOWCASINGFOLK

The high court has ob-
served that a transfer at
the instance or recom-

mendation of an MLA itself
wouldnotvitiatethetransfer.

A division bench, compris-
ing Justices S G Pandit and
K V Aravind, said this while
dismissing the petition filed
by S Venkateshappa, Grade-I
TahsildaratBangarpettalukof
Kolardistrict.OnJuly31,2024,
Venkateshappawastransferred
andposted asTahsildar, Bang-
arpet. OnDecember 31, 2024,
he was transferred to the DC
office in Kolar with another
officerreplacinghimasTahsil-
dar, Bangarpet. Venkateshap-
pa moved the high court after
his challenge to this transfer
was rejected by theKarnataka
StateAdministrativeTribunal,
Bengaluru.

Venkateshappa contended
that his transfer was prema-
tureandcontrarytothetransfer
guidelines,ashehadonlybeen
posted atBangarpet since July
31,2024.

It was also argued that as a
Group A officer, he was enti-
tled to a minimum tenure of
two years in that posting. He
further claimed that his trans-
ferwasnotintheinterestofthe
public, but only at the instance
ofthelocalMLA.

On the other hand, the gov-

ernment advocate submitted
thattransferwasorderedupon
aletterbytheMLA,citingVen-
kateshappa’s failure to address
publicgrievances.Thetransfer
wasapprovedby thechiefmin-
ister,whorecordedreasons for
theprematuretransferinaccor-
dancewithtransferguidelines.

The division bench referred
to the Mohammed Masood
Ahmad vs State of UP case,
wherein the Apex Court held
that transfer on anMLA’s rec-
ommendation does not invali-
datethetransfer.

The bench referred to the
MLA’s letter to the minister
forrevenuestatingthat thepe-
titioner was not regular to his
office in time and was not re-
spondingtothepublicgrievanc-
es. Thebench saidApexCourt
had made it clear that when
people express their grievanc-
esbeforetheirrepresentative,it
isthedutyoftherepresentative
to request for transfer of such
government servants, and the
stategovernmentisalsowithin
its jurisdiction to transfer such
government servants. “In the
abovecircumstances,wedonot
findanyerrororillegalityinthe
order passed by the Tribunal.
Moreover, in termsofClause-5
(3) of Transfer Guidelines dat-
ed 25.06.2024, for special or
exceptional reasons, transfer
with the approval of the CM is
permissible,”thebenchsaid.
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TransferatMLA’s
instancenot
vitiated, saysHC

Online
bookingfor
Mullayyanagiri,
Bababudangiri
fromSept1
CHIKKAMAGALURU,
DHNS:Touristsheading
toMullayyanagiriand
Bababudangiriwillnow
havetomakeanonline
bookinginadvance,as the
newsystemwillcomeinto
effect fromSeptember1.
Bookingscanbemade

throughtheofficial
districtwebsitehttps://
chikkamagaluru.nic.in/
en/tourism
Visitorswillhavetopay

afeeofRs50forbikes,
Rs100forcars,Rs150
formotorvehicles,and
Rs200forTempoTrav-
ellers.Twovisitingslots
havebeenfixeddaily—
from6amto12noon,and
from1pmto6pm.

KALABURAGI, DHNS: The
police on Friday arrested
the main accused in a case
pertaining to a Class 9 stu-
dent delivering a baby boy
in the washroom of the res-
idential school in Shahapur
ofYadgirdistrict.

Thearrested isParaman-
na Wari (28). He is already
marriedandhasachild.The
man had lured the girl and
sexually assaulted her.He
had also threatened the girl
nottorevealabouttherape,
thepolicesaid.

Acasehasbeenregistered
againsthimunderthePocso
Act.

The principal of the resi-
dential school, the warden
andastaffnursearebooked
inthecase.

Acomplaintisalsolodged
against the girl’s brother
for not revealing it to the
officials concerned despite
having knowledge of the
case.

Class9girl
deliversbaby:
Mainaccused
arrested

Honourkilling:Manstrangles
daughtertodeath

KALABURAGI, DHNS: The po-
lice have arrested a man on
the charge strangulating his
daughter to death since she
was in love with a boy of an-
other girl in Melakunda (B)
villageofKalaburagi taluk.

The deceased has been
identified as Kavita (18) of
Lingayatcommunity.Shewas
reported in lovewith an auto
driver belonging to Kuruba
community.

Police said that on August
28, Kavita had an argument
with his father Shankar Kol-
lur and other family mem-
bers after which Kollur and

two others strangulated her
to death. The last rites were
performednextdayclaiming
that Kavita died by consum-
ing pesticide. But, she was
forced to consumepesticide,
thepolicesaid.

Kalaburagi City Police
Commissioner Sharanappa
S D said that the girl’s father
has been arrested and a
search has been launched to
nab other two persons who
areabsconding.

A suomotu complaint has
been registered against all
three persons at Farhatabad
policestation.

GOKAK(BELAGAVIDISTRICT),
DHNS: Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj Depart-
ment (RDPRD) has disqual-
ified all 28members of Sin-
dikurbet Gram Panchayat
forallegedlyviolatingnorms
and transferring property
of a legitimate owner in the
name of another person by
using false documents They
have also been barred the
members from contesting
elections for a period of six
years.RDPRadditionalchief
secretary has issued the or-
dersonAugust14.

Fakedocuments:
GPmembers
disqualified

As many as 2,593 cases
of atrocities against
Scheduled Castes and

ScheduledTribesarepending
before 11 special courts in the
state. Tumakuru tops the list
with407cases.

Belagavistandssecondwith
346 pending cases, followed
by Yadgir (274). Of the over-
all 2,904 cases before special
courtsthisyear,311caseshave
been disposed of, with a con-
viction rate of 11%, according
to a document of the Social
Welfare Department (SWD)
whichDHhasaccessed.

IntheSC/STvigilancecom-
mitteemeeting held recently,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
noted that investigations
should be conducted swiftly
and justice be ensured at the
earliest.

These special courts have
beensetupasperthemandate
ofthePreventionofAtrocities
Against SCs and STs, 1989,
andtheyonlydealwithatroci-
tycases.Asperthedocument,
such special courts have been
establishedin11districts–My-
suru, Belagavi, Tumakuru,
Yadgir, Vijayapura, Raichur,
Kolar,Kalaburagi, Bengaluru
South (Ramanagara), Shiva-

mogga and Bagalkot. Three
districts–Mysuru,Yadgirand
Bengaluru South had no con-
victionsatall.

In these 11 districts, the SC/
ST atrocity cases come be-
fore these designated courts,
whereastheyareheardbydif-
ferentcourtsinotherdistricts.
Overall, 6,761 cases pending
acrossall courts in thestate.

AccordingtoSWDsources,
there has been a proposal to
set up special courts in other
districts too,andtheproposal
issaidtobependingbeforethe
HighCourt.

The state also reported
50 murder and 90 rape cas-

es against SC/STs this year.
Chargesheetshavebeen filed
in35murdercasesand55rape
cases tillnow.

Asperthestatistics,therehas
beenariseinrapecasesagainst
SC/STs this year. While there
were99rapecasesin2023and
114in2024,therehavebeen90
cases in the first sevenmonths
of2025(tillJuly31).

While chargesheets have
been filed in 55 cases, inves-
tigation is in progress in 28
cases.Ofthe50murdercases,
charge sheets have been filed
in 35, while investigation is
in progress in the remaining
ones.

Over2,500SC/STatrocity cases
pending in 11 special courts
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Tumakurudistricttopslist
with407cases
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Overview:Rainfalloccurred
at fewplacesoverNorthIn-
teriorandatmostplacesover
CoastalKarnatakaandSouth
Interior Karnataka
Forecast Aug30:Rainfall
tooccuratmanyplacesover
thestate.

INTERIOR NORTH
Stations Max Min Rain
Belagavi 26 21.4 2.2
Bidar 23 20.8 18
Vijayapura 27.5 21.6 01
Dharwad 27.6 19.6 01
Haveri 24.8 21.2 4.6
Kalaburagi 26.4 21.6 14.7
Raichur 29 22.8 3.8
COASTAL
Honnavar 27.1 22 103.7
Karwar 27.8 24 24.1
Shirali NA NA NA
Mangaluru 26.1 22.4 138.8

WEATHER 

Stations Max Min Rain
Agumbe NA NA 98
Bengaluru 28.2 20.2 16.1
Ballari NA NA NA
Chamarajanagar 29.9 21.1 NA
Chikkamagaluru NA NA NA
Chitradurga 27 20.3 17.8
Davangere 26 19.5 06
Hassan 25.3 19.2 1.5
Mysuru 28.4 20 04
Madikeri NA NA NA
Kolar 30.1 20.8 8.8

OTHER STATIONS
NewDelhi 35.4 26.2 00
Kolkata 32.6 27 10
Mumbai 28.8 25 20
Chennai 34 27.4 00
Pune 27 21.8 11
Hyderabad 25.6 21.7 02
Th’puram 30.5 24.3 05

INTERIOR SOUTH

GovtsettoloseRs600crinB’luru...
Leaseloss, fromPage1

The KSTDCmanaging direc-
tor pointed out the company
violatedthegovernmentorder
of 1992,whichsaid“the lessee
shouldnottransferthislandby
wayof sub-lease,mortgageor
otherwise without prior per-
mission”.

“Since Royal Orchid Hotel
subletting government land
to Golf View Homes without
prior permission is illegal, the
requestforrenewingthelease
for30yearsshouldberejected.
It isherebyrequestedto invite
tender (for theproperty),”the
KSTDCMDwrotetotheaddi-
tional chief secretary of tour-
ismdepartment.

However, no disciplinary
action was taken against the
company.

AsperprovisionsoftheKar-
natakaTransparencyinPublic
ProcurementAct(KTPPAct),
a public property should be
leased only through auction.
The KSTDC would have ben-
efitedfromtheauction.

However, documents show
that in March 2023, the then
additional chief secretary,
tourism department, held a
meeting wherein a decision
wasmadetorenewtheleaseof

2acre 19gunta. Itwasalsode-
cided to scrap the leaseagree-
ment for the part of the land
thatwasillegallysub-leasedby
RoyalOrchid.

While the lease renewal it-
selfgoesagainsttheKTPPAct,
the government has commit-
ted another imprudent act by
givingthelandatathrowaway
price, which is estimated to
cause a loss of at least Rs 600
crore(basedoncurrentvalue)
overthenext30years.

According to a source, the
leasewas renewed at a rate of
lessthanRs1croreperacre.

“The government will end
upgetting less thanRs2crore
per year. Auctioning the land
along with the hotel rooms
would have helped it to earn
Rs 20-25 crore every year. In
30 years, the governmentwill
end up losing at least Rs 600
crore,”thesourceexplained.

The renewal agreement
was based on the September
2023governmentorderwhich
fixed the lease amount “along
the lines of the agreement
with Karnataka Golf Associ-
ation (KGA)”. However, this
overlooked the fact thatRoyal
Orchid is a purely commer-
cial entity whereas KGA is a
bodywithastatedobjectiveof

promoting health and fitness
through sports. Notably, the
sameprivatefirmpaidRs3.23
croreorabout24%ofthegross
income (including fixed lease
amountandincrementalprofit
sharing) for the lease of space
in Mysuru for Royal Orchid
Metropole. Similarly, for the
Royal Orchid Brindavan Gar-
den Palace,Mysuru, the com-
panypaid 24%of the gross in-
come, includingafixedrentof
Rs1.72crore.

Documents show that in
March 2023, the KSDTC
MDwrote to the government
that the market value of the
Domlur land parcel was Rs
16,000/sq ft. He had left the
decisionofauctioning it to the
government.

“Considering the impor-
tanceofoptimumutilisationof
resources to fund the welfare
schemes, therenewal isa loss.
The lease should be scrapped
immediately and bids should
be invited to monetise the
land,”anofficialsaid.

Officials in KSTDC and the
tourismdepartmentcouldnot
bereachedforacomment.

ChanderKBaljee,thechair-
man andMDof Royal Orchid
HotelsLtd,didnot respondto
amailseekingresponse.

The Women Child Devel-
opmentDepartmentwill
begin its 45-day survey

of Devadasis (practice banned
in Karnataka since 1984)
from next week to study the
socio-economic condition of
women affected by the regres-
sivepractice.

The exercise will beginwith
a 15-day awareness drive, fol-
lowed by a month-long survey
ofthesocio-economiccondition
ofDevadasis. According to top
sources, thesurvey isexpected
tobeginonSeptember4or5.

The Karnataka Devadasis
(ProhibitionofDedication)Act,
1982 (received presidential as-
sent in 1984)had rendered the
repressive Devadasi (“dedicat-
ingwomentogod”)practiceun-
lawful. Recently, theAssembly

passedtheKarnatakaDevadasi
(Prevention,Prohibition,Relief
andRehabilitation) Bill, which
seekstoreplacetheearlierAct.

According to the bill, a child
borntoaDevadasihastheright
to identify their father, and the
father can be directed by the
districtcourttoundergoaDNA
testtoascertainpaternity.

According to the WCD De-
partment, the survey seeks to
collect details such as age, ad-
dress, educational, social and
economicsituationofDevadasi
women. Secondly, it intends to
include other Devadasis who
weren’tpartoftheprevioussur-
veys.Thesurvey isabudgetary
announcement from2024-25,
and is the third such survey to
beconductedinthestate.

In 1993-94, a survey was
conductedin10districts,where
22,873 Devadasi women were
identified. Later, a re-survey
was conducted in 2007-08,
where46,660Devadasiwomen
wereidentified.

The current exercise will
be conducted in 15 districts
in northern and central Kar-
nataka – Kalaburagi, Bidar,
Vijayapura, Yadgir, Raichur,
Ballari, Vijayanagara, Belaga-

vi,Bagalkot,Dharwad,Haveri,
Gadag, Shivamogga, Davana-
gereandChitradurga.

If Devadasis enumerated in
the earlier surveys have since
passedaway,theirfamilymem-
bers can provide information
after proving that they belong
tothedeceased’sfamily.

IftheformerDevadasiisalive
andhasn’tbeenincludedinthe
previoussurveys, theycansub-
mit a form. If the documents
provethatthepersonhadbeen
“dedicated” as per the Karna-
taka Devadasis (Prohibition of
Dedication)Act,1982,thepres-
ident, the district supervision
andevaluation committee and
theDCcanprovideacertificate.

Thesurveywillbeconducted
byenumeratorswhohavecom-
pleted PUC and have knowl-
edge of Kannada and English
typing.Preferencewillbegiven
to children and grandchildren
ofDevadasis.

SurveyofDevadasis likely
tobeginnextweek

Theexercisewill
startwitha15-day
awarenessdrive

▼
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Thesurvey isabudgetary
announcement from
2024-25, and is the

thirdsuchsurvey tobe
conducted in thestate.


